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RREEPPOORRTT  OONN  77tthh  GGLL OOBBAALL  CCOOLL LL OOQQUUII UUMM   OONN  
EENNGGII NNEEEERRII NNGG  EEDDUUCCAATTII OONN  &&   33rr dd  GGLL OOBBAALL  SSTTUUDDEENNTT  

FFOORRUUMM   
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LLaakksshhmmii   SSuunnddaarreesshhwwaarraann  iinn  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  wwii tthh    

IInnddiiaann  ssttuuddeenntt  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  ssppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy  IInnffoossyyss  
 
 

““ II mmaaggiinnaattiioonn  iiss  tthhee  aabbii ll ii ttyy  ttoo  tthhiinnkk  aanndd  ccrreeaattee  nneeww  iiddeeaass  bbuutt  ccrreeaattiivvii ttyy  iiss  tthhee  
aabbii ll ii ttyy  ttoo  ffoorrmmuullaattee  tthhee  iiddeeaass  iinnttoo  rreeaall ii ttyy””   

--  FFllaasshh  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccoonnffeerreennccee..    
  

Ever since the days of early man, the tremendous advancement in a plethora of fields is 
laudable and to a great extent, attributed to engineers. So, it is only fitting that engineers got to 

meet and talk about the momentous years gone by and the promising ones to come in the 3rd 
Global Students Forum (GSF) and 7th Global Colloquium on Engineering Education (GCEE), in 
Cape Town, South Africa. With the complete and persistent support of Infosys, SPEED and 
ASEE we all had a brilliant opportunity to be a part of this splendid, informative and 
multifaceted conference.  
 
GSF & GCEE:  

On behalf of student representatives of the 3rd GSF, Cape Town, organized by SPEED 
(Student Platform for Engineering Education Development) in cooperation with ASEE 
(American Society for Engineering Education), we would like to express our gratitude to Infosys 
for giving us the opportunity to take part in such an eye-opening event. The forum, an ensemble 
of bright engineering minds from across the globe facilitated students to critically examine, 
analyze, compare and thus evaluate the various aspects of present engineering education system 
followed in different geographical regions across the world. Besides, it gave us room to discuss 
new action plans to be implemented, to make the whole concept of engineering more popular and 



 2 

appealing. It was a confluence of ideas, experience and experiments, providing scope for a whole 
lot of networking with educationalists, industrialists and policy makers. From a student 
perspective, the entire venture was refreshingly productive, innovative and practical. Some of the 
most characteristics features of the conference were,  
 

·  It helped in breaking all the cultural barriers, to look at the world as one from a global 
perspective. 

·  Efforts of industries like Infosys and student organizations like SPEED, directed 
towards the noble cause of EE were brought to limelight.      

·  It brought about an awareness of initiatives undertaken globally, to improve the 
quality of engineering education.   

·  It promoted the establishment of a virtual student network glocally (which is globally 
as well as locally). 

·  It enabled interactions with leading industrialists and educationalists from universities 
worldwide, who have made a difference to a lot of students.  

·  A plethora of good EE practices or the lack of it, loopholes of existing system and 
quality assurance criteria followed in different parts of the world were put into debate, 
thus leading to the formulation of short and long term goals.  

·  Action plans were devised to achieve the self-formulated goals and students 
empowered to show leadership and use the concepts they learned during the events. 

·  Learning by observing is a fundamental mode of education. By observing the many 
student leaders, we were inspired and instilled with a penchant for leadership 
qualities. 

·  On the whole, the forum led to an overall personality development, giving an insight 
into the global picture, with special emphasis on Sustainability.  

 
KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER PROCESS:  
The forum provided the right platform for exchange of ideas, practices and information. For 
international student representatives, it led to familiarization of the framework of EE system in 
India, its prominence, positive aspects and problems or rather elements that need a change. For 
Indian students, it was the right program, where promising strategies and methodologies, adopted 
in other countries, and the feasibility of their incorporation in our structure were analyzed. For 
instance, the students’ role in Indian EE system is very passive, when compared to that in 
Northern Europe. Eventually it was a knowledge transfer process in the sense that every single 
action of the organizers was educative in itself. To cite a few examples, the teambuilding session 
that brought us all together, the methodology adopted for group discussions using flip charts and 
post-its, the strategy of SMART (Specific Measurable Achievable Realistic Time-bound) goal-
setting and planning, the concept of Conference Calls in Skype to connect with the international 
student community post GSF, devising action plans, etc. made it all a wholesome and 
informative experience.     

 
 

A REVELATION: 
The forum has been an eye-opener for the student community. We realized our power 

and potential that can be capitalized on, to bring about changes. As a first step of our action plan, 
we aim to orchestrate the amalgamation of students with similar ideas and concerns, in the form 
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of a national student body. That accomplished, the second step will be to kindle the reasoning of 
these students, in an attempt to find solutions to some of the problems we face in our universities 
and institutions. Knowing the problems and their possible solutions, executing them efficiently is 
crucial. We work consequently to establish fruitful cooperation with Indian companies like 
Infosys, with educational organizations like SPEED, with many distinguished Universities as 
well as governmental organizations like ISTE to ensure balanced development and achievement 
of our motives with the help of all stakeholders and with the necessary resources, knowledge and 
skills transfer. After all, the road to our ultimate goal is long, thus making all possible 
involvement and support necessary.       
 
THANK YOU INFOSYS:  

Companies like Infosys, a student visionary company- with the motivation, drive and 
strategies for betterment undoubtedly had a vital role in our participation in the GSF. Travel is a 
true educator in various respects as it opens new vistas of learning to the participants. We would 
like to say a very big “Thank You” to the management of Infosys for providing such an 
enriching experience through the excellent exposure of this travel.  
This huge initiative has made us believe that there is still space for the integration of many novel 
and promising ideas in the existing method. By sponsoring students for the conference, Infosys 
has also initiated a potential National Indian Student movement. Critical reasoning, identification 
of central issues, channeling of thoughts and realization of importance of such programs derived 
out of this conference have been phenomenal. By investing in the student community, they have 
opened the threshold of bringing about changes. They have ignited the young minds to contribute 
to the cause of making EE in India a whole new experience. As a result, they gain access to the 
pool of talent that populates the large section of students. This has been the right beginning in the 
form of a productive learning experience. We are looking forward to implementing all the skills 
and knowledge obtained to start initiatives. We also aim to approach and connect with 
universities, companies and governmental organizations as equals in our efforts. On behalf of 
SPEED, ASEE and a group of Indian student participants of 3rd GSF in Cape Town, we would 
like to thank Infosys for their generous contribution to Engineering Education development and 
invite them to see the significant changes in India that they help to build through student 
initiatives! 


