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IFEES Secretariat Report (May 2009 to October 2009)

IFEES Meeting in Budapest, Hungary, October 15, 2009.

IFEES Secretariat is pleased to present a six months report summarizing completed and ongoing activities related to promoting engineering education globally of the IFEES community:

1.  New Members

In June 2009, Engineering for the Americas (EftA) joined IFEES, making it the 54th member to join the Federation.  
2.  October 9-16th in Budapest, four distinct engineering education programs coincide at ASEE’s 8th Annual Global Colloquium on Engineering Education (GCEE) – the program for the Global Engineering Deans Council (GEDC), the Global Student Forum (GSF) hosted by SPEED, the IFEES meeting, and the Global Colloquium.  On Thursday morning, the Colloquium held its first intergenerational panel discussion among engineering student leaders, faculty, deans and corporate representatives.  This year’s Colloquium saw almost 400 participants, the most in GCEE’s history.  
3.  IUCEE educational materials (e-Learning kit) launched coming out of two years' experience. To be sold globally.  Could be small income generating activity for IFEES.  We will have a brief presentation in Budapest.  
4.  Approval of IFEES fees structure effective October 1

The IFEES membership and fee structure, discussed at the IFEES Summit in St. Petersburg in May of this year, has been approved by at least 30 member organizations by the time of this meeting.  Effective October 1, IFEES will begin the process of receiving membership contributions from all of its members, including several corporate colleagues who have been contributing already since last year.  
As per the conference call on September 17, a succinct membership value proposition was drawn up by Doug Gorham of IEEE, with help from Alan Jacobs and Maria Petrie.  This proposition will be available on the IFEES website.

The Executive Committee will review, on a case by case basis, specific requests for exemption of membership payments for student organizations and/or organizations from some developing nations.  Those organizations will be able to support IFEES through an agreed upon “pro-bono,” non-financial contribution.
5.  The planning for IFEES Summit in Singapore continues, with leadership from the National University of Singapore (NUS).  We have already developed an initial concept paper.  On October 16, there will be a full morning planning session for the Singapore World Engineering Education Forum Week of which IFEES will be one of the five participating organizations.  
6.  SPEED is working with ISTE, IUCEE regarding leadership workshops for Indian engineering students.  They are building on their successful event during the recent IUCEE Asia-Pacific IFEES Regional Conference which took place in Bhubaneswar, India in December 2008.  

7.  IFEES Award Committee.  At the fourth annual IFEES summit in Singapore, the first ever IFEES Award will be presented to an engineering education leader who has shown excellent leadership in engineering education.  Tan Moorthy of Infosys is the chair of the committee.
8.  SEFI has proposed to hold the 2011 IFEES Summit in Lisbon, Portugal.  IFEES is awaiting a formal proposal from SEFI leadership.  This proposal will soon be discussed by the IFEES Awards Committee, whose recommendations will then be reviewed by the Executive Committee.
9.  Ambassador program proposed by Claudio Borri.
10.  ASEE with the Support of HP Wins NSF Grant for Corporate Post-Doctorates
ASEE has received an NSF grant to support an Industrial Research Opportunities Program (IROP).  The program will provide 40 recent engineering Ph.D.’s with opportunities to conduct postdoctoral research in corporate settings.  Interested host companies and their proposed research activities will be matched with interested recent engineering Ph.D.’s.  Strong possibilities exist to expand the program significantly. 

11.  Series of IFEES related meetings
.    

Americas

ASEE Annual Conference & Exposition – ASEE held its annual conference from June 14 - 17, 2009, in Austin Texas.  IFEES took the opportunity to meet and discuss the federation’s progress and growth.  Membership fee structure and gaining legal status were in discussion.

COBENGE 2009 – The 37th Brazilian Congress of Engineering Education was hosted by ABENGE in Recife, Brazil from September 27 – 30.  This year’s theme was, “Engineering Without Borders.”  In attendance were representatives from EftA, ASIBEI, ABENGE, IUCEE, and ASEE.  A working group was established to explore the potentials for a Brazil-US Collaboration for Engineering Education and a first time event at the University of Mass/Lowell in 2010 bringing together US and Brazilian academic leaders and professors similar to what happened in the early stage in the development of the IUCEE.  Discussions have also begun with Brazilian government and industry representatives.  Krishna Vedula, MP Ravindra, Prof. Vicente of ASIBEI addressed the General Assembly.  Hans J Hoyer gave keynote presentation.

ACOFI – Meeting in Colombia with Francisco Javier Rebolledo Muñoz, Krishna Vedula, and others present; - Held from September 16 – 18, with the theme of “Science, technology and engineering innovation as a contribution to a country's competitiveness.” 

Cartagena Network of Engineering – The Third General Assembly was held in Cartagena de India, Colombia from September 2 – 4, themed, “The Future of Engineering Education and the Global Engineer of the Future.”  Among others present were Latifa Rezg, Maria Petrie, Jose Carlos Quadrado, and Xavier Fouger.

Asia-Pacific

IUCEE FLI - The Second Indo US Engineering Faculty Leadership Institute was held in July 2009 at the Global Education Center of Infosys Technologies in Mysore, India.  Participation between representatives of IUCEE and ABENGE resulted in discussions of the potential expansion of IUCEE concepts to Brazil.  A representative of the Brazilian Ministry of Science and Technology participated and helped to facilitate the follow up with the IUCEE and ABENGE.

Europe

SEFI Annual Conference – SEFI’s Annual Conference took place in Rotterdam, The Netherlands, from July 1-4, around the theme of “Attracting Young People to Engineering.” Key members of IFEES participated, including JEA, ASEE, D’Assault Systèmes, and Hewlett-Packard.  Lueny Morell was key note speaker.
IGIP Conference – From September 6 – 9, engineering education leaders gathered in Graz, Austria, just a one hour drive from Vienna, for the 38th IGIP Symposium on Quality and Quantity of Engineering Education (Q2 of E2).  ASEE Executive Director Dr. Frank Huband was present.  

�Please move to the last bullet.





