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EUGENE Academic Network

EUropean and Global ENgineering Education
The EUGENE Network aims at improving the impact of European Engineering Education (EE) on competitiveness, innovation and socio-economic growth in a global context. This goal will be achieved by setting–up and a top-level “discussion & action” forum to monitor and support the continuous evolution of EE in the EHEA and to open its competition and cooperation borders beyond Europe. Indeed, although European EE and research is well recognised worldwide, its attractiveness still needs improving, and time has come to discuss, analyse and improve its strengths and weaknesses in the global context: a first step has been the establishment of the worldwide Intern. Fed. of Engineering Education Societies IFEES. Socio-economic growth and competitiveness is mostly “technology driven” and based upon innovation and entrepreneurship: therefore, EE is a priority for the industrial/professional corporate world.

In the EUGENE Network, all major European stakeholders of EE (linked with their corresponding Societies all over the world, through IFEES) will work on five Activity Lines: 

A) Ph.D. Studies, Structure and Bologna follow-up: “Establishment of a European common set of excellence standards and principles, in order to make the PhD training in Engineering and Technology in Europe more effective, competitive and innovative (Leading Partners: AU Thessaloniki, KU Leuven); 

B) [Promoting EE in Europe as a research field and in comparison of worldwide developments, a true and innovative research area to improve entrepreneurship, innovation and competitiveness (Leaders: Aalborg Univ., TU Delft); 

C) Improve trans-national mobility of engineering students, graduates and professionals, also through contacts and synergies with the International Engineering Alliance and the Washington Accord (Leaders: ENAEE; O. Engineers–Portugal; ASIIN); 

D) LLL & continuing education as a tool to improve competitiveness and innovation of European engineers (Leaders: Helsinki Univ. of Technology/TKK, EuroPACE at TU-Leuven); 

E) Increase attractiveness of EHEA: towards an ERASMUS Mundus Network in EE (Leading: Univ. of Birmingham, TU Wien).

The five Activity Lines are supported by three Transversal Activities:

T1: direct involvement of industrial stakeholders (European corporate with global dimensions) in all above activities A) to E), with an active contribution 

T2: Promote the establishment of the standing European Engineering Deans Council (as an interlocutory body with the newly established GEDC by IFEES); 

T3: identify and put in practice sustainability tools beyond the 3 years of life of the TN, by means of: 1) ensuring visibility through an interactive web-site (informatic portal), 2) set-up a frequently updated “repository” of guidelines for the enhancement of EEE visibility world-wide, 3) foster the creation of a “Florence EE Group/Network” (an Academic Network like the Utrecht, or Coimbra ones, grouping Universities to work exclusively on EE items and future projects/initiatives).
EUGENE Headquarters c/o International Relations Office
Facoltà di Ingegneria, via di S. Marta, 3, 50139 Firenze
Tel: +39.055.4796.543 - Fax: +39.055.4796.544
eugene@unifi.it

EUGENE Academic Network

EUropean and Global ENgineering Education

Kick-Off meeting
Università degli Studi di Firenze - Aula Magna

P.za San Marco 4 – Firenze, Italy
13 November 2009
09:00 – 09:30 Registration

09:30 – 10:45 Opening and Keynote Addresses 
Chair: C. Borri (EUGENE Co-ordinator)

 
09:30 – 09:45

· Rector of the Università di Firenze, Prof. A. Tesi
· Dean of the School of Engineering, Prof. S. Manetti
09:45 – 10:45 
-     H. Coates (ACER - Australian Council for Educational Research)
-     K. De Sousa (Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency – Brussels)
10:45 – 11:00 Break

11:00 - 13:30 EUGENE Academic Network: Presentation of the Activity Lines and discussion
Chair & Introduction: F. Maffioli (EUGENE Scientific Advisor)
- Activity Line A - Ph.D. Studies, Structure and Bologna follow-up: “Establishment of a European common set of excellence standards and principles, in order to make the PhD training in Engineering and Technology in Europe more effective, competitive and innovative – A. Avdelas (Aristotle Univ. of Thessaloniki)
- Activity Line B - Promoting EE in Europe as a research field and in comparison of worldwide developments, a true and innovative research area to improve entrepreneurship, innovation and competitiveness – A. Kolmos (Aalborg University and SEFI) & E. De Graaff (Delft Univ. of Tech.)
- Activity Line C - Improve trans-national mobility of engineering students, graduates and professionals, also through contacts and synergies with the International Engineering Alliance and the Washington Accord:  I. Freeston (ENAEE)
- Activity Line D - LLL & continuing education as a tool to improve competitiveness and innovation of European engineers – M. Markkula (Helsinki Univ. of Technology)
- Activity Line E - Increase attractiveness of EHEA: towards an ERASMUS Mundus Network in EE – K. Hawwash (Univ. Birmingham)
- Transversal Activities: X. Fouger (Dassault Systèmes), J.C. Quadrado (ISEL) and C. Borri (Univ. of Firenze)
13:30 -14:30 Lunch and networking

14:30 – 16:30 Round Table: Focusing on Cultural Aspects in Engineering Education (from the Knowledge Society to the Wisdom Society)
Panelists:
- P. Wauters (FEANI) 
- E. Siviero (CUN Vice President)
- Adriana Garboan (former Vice-President for External Services of BEST)
                         -  P. Sorrentino (Gilbarco s.p.a) 
Chair: X. Fouger (Dassault Systèmes)
16:30 – 17:00  Summing-up & Concluding remarks
- M. Jones  (Distinguished Research Fellow, Imperial College London)
17:00 – 17:15 Closing Remarks (C. Borri) 
EUGENE Academic Network 

EUropean and Global ENgineering Education

Kick-Off meeting

Università degli Studi di Firenze - Aula Magna

P.za San Marco 4 – Firenze, Italy

13 November 2009
Registration Form

All EUGENE partners are invited to take part in this first Kick-Off Meeting through their contact persons. 

Participants are invited to fill the enclosed registration form and send it by fax or e-mail to the EUGENE Headquarters (+39.055.4796544, eugene@unifi.it) before 1 November 2009. For further information please contact:

EUGENE Headquarters c/o International Relations Office
Facoltà di Ingegneria, via di S. Marta, 3, 50139 Firenze
Tel: +39.055.4796.543 - Fax: +39.055.4796.544
eugene@unifi.it
 

First name

: 









Last (Family) name
: 









Title


: 


 Position: 





Affiliation

: 









Address

: 










City


: 


                 ZIP code : 




Country


: 









Phone


: 


            Fax : 





Email 


: 







 

Date ____________



      Signature ___________________
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