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Student Platform for Engineering Education Development (SPEED)
	SPEED is a globally operating, student-run, non-profit organization that connects engineering students from over 15 nations on six continents to a global network of young leaders.  The purpose of SPEED is to advance engineering education by providing a platform for global communication between students and empowering students to take action locally. SPEED is focused on interlinking student communities, sharing experiences and opinions across cultures and borders, delivering initiatives that aim at the development of conventional engineering education, and making globalization and sustainability a part of engineering education on a global scale.
Global Student Forum (GSF)
	Through Engineering Education (EE) initiatives and collaboration with academia, industry, society and government, SPEED is committed to improving the future of engineering education while embracing the cultural differences and the considerable engineering challenges being faced in the 21st century.  The GSF is SPEED’s flagship event in its current efforts towards EE development.  SPEED was founded by student participants of the first Global Student Forum (GSF) in October 2006 during the 5th Global Colloquium on Engineering Education (GCEE), organized by the American Society for Engineering Education (ASEE), in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. In October 2007 and 2008, SPEED co-organized the 2nd and the 3rd GSF with ASEE in Istanbul, Turkey and Cape Town, South Africa. The 4th GSF was held in Bhubaneswar, India in December 2008. During 2009, May and October will witness the 5th and 6th GSF to be held in St Petersburg, Russia, and Budapest, Hungary.  
GLOCAL Engineer: Qualities and Competencies
	Engineers in a global knowledge-based economy must be equipped with technical and professional skills to work with a vastly divergent array of problems, partners, and cultural contexts.  They must also be attuned to the nuances of engineering challenges in particular local contexts.  How do these two seemingly conflicting skill-sets—relevant local experience and global sensitivity—resolve themselves in the qualified “GLOCAL” engineer?  How are training programs appropriately preparing engineering students to meet these demands?  What other experiences and curricular changes might better serve the GLOCAL engineer in transferring the necessary qualities and competencies?
	The 5th GSF will concentrate on contemporary curricular approaches and new teaching methodologies that equip students with a set of unique skills not provided by conventional engineering education programs.  Through a series of workshops and discussions, students will discuss the skills and experiences required of today’s versatile engineer, including detailed conversations on key topics like service learning, debate over the obligation of engineers to global versus local problems, and the EE system in Russia.  Students will proceed from discussion to action; by the closing day of the forum, students will have action plans to address issues in their home institutions.  
	This topic directly complements the theme of the IFEES Summit (Quality Assurance and Accreditation in Engineering Education: Roadmap for Excellence) by addressing the programs and pedagogies that comprise a high-quality engineering training program.  In addition, this discussion will continue in the topic discussion of the 6th Global Student Forum (Track 2: Accreditation for a Mobile Profession).   SPEED’s mission as a global network to affect local change feeds into and draws directly on the issues of the GLOCAL engineer.
	Outcomes (Please see overview program for more details.)
1. Poster session by the students for IFEES attendees
2. Action plans for individuals or groups of students to promote EE development after the GSF
3. Increased awareness of developments in EE curricula in Russia, internationally, and in students’ home institutions
4. Interaction with leading academics and industry partners in EE
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