
IV IBERO-AMERICAN STUDENT CONTEST


The Ibero-American Student Contest is an international event organized by ISTEC, with the support ofSPEED (www.worldspeed.org). The Contest brings students from the Iberian Peninsula and North, Central and South America, and the Caribbean together in an annual International Contest with the following objectives:

· Stimulate the creativity and the scientific talent of engineering students.
· Build competencies in conducting research and development projects.
· Motivate students of the Region to put in practice their knowledge toward the solution of practical problems.
· Facilitate knowledge exchange among students of different academic institutions through sound contests in search of integrating the region via academic exchanges.
· Foster the use of a next generation networking platform that delivers a real-time collaborative problem-solving venue and facilitates networking among the contest participants across geographical boundaries.

 Consistent with globalization and experiential learning trends in academia, this event will be conducted in a virtual setting. The forum will be conducted via an eDoorways channel: an interactive, social networking platform where students may conduct live chats within their research groups and with other contestants, as well as upload documents and video presentations for committee evaluation.

During the final evaluation three groups are selected for the first, second and third prizes:

First Prize
· US$ 3,000cash scholarship (to be distributed pro-rata among research group members)
Second Prize
· US$ 2,000 cash scholarship (to be distributed pro-rata among research group members)
Third Price
· US$ 1,000 cash scholarship (to be distributed pro-rata among research group members)

In addition to the cash scholarship, a representative from the First Prize team will receive airfare and accommodations for participation in:

1st World Engineering Education Flash Week
27th September to 04th October 2011, Liston, Portugal

Students in the first, second, and third prize categories will receive a top-of-the-line HP calculator.

History
The first version of the Contest took place in Loja, Ecuador June 4th through 8th, 2007 at the Universidad Técnica Particular de Loja (UTPL), where students from diverse parts of the continent joined to present projects on engineering with a focus on sustainable development. Subsequent events took place during the 2008 and 2009 ISTEC General Assemblies. For more information on past events, please visit:http://www.istec.org/lang/en-us/initiatives/rd/student-contests/

Contest Topics
Participants are allowed sufficient liberty to propose practical solutions in an innovative and creative manner.We invite the presentation of projectsthat have applicationin the areas of:Sustainable Environmental Solutions related toWater, Energy, and Recycling.

The contest will take place in a virtual setting (http://www.istec.org/lang/en-us/discuss/student/) where students can upload documents, pictures of posters, video clips, or PowerPoint presentations (max. 30 minutes).This year the challenge is to produce solutions within a transdisciplinary framework. Studentsare encouraged to present comprehensive, systems oriented projects that offer solutions that take into consideration environmental, social, political and economic impacts.

Transdisciplinarity, as defined by Edgar Morin and Brigitte Kern in the book“Homeland Earth: A manifesto for the new millennium”:

We need a kind of thinking that re-links that which is disjointed and compartmentalized, that respects diversity as it recognizes unity, and that tries to discern interdependencies.  We need a radical thinking (which gets to the root of the problems), a multidimensional thinking, and an organizational or systemic thinking.
						
Students are also encouraged to present projects that integrate the processes of the R&D theory-to-deployment process model shown below, with the understanding that the nature of certain projects may dictate following a different model. Note: By “deployment” we mean that a need has been identified and the project is shown to be feasible in its implementation and use in the relevant social environment:




What Kinds of Projects?
The projects can be the outcome of group or individual work. They need to be an original projectby students who have not yet graduated from their current program of study by the project submission date. Each project will have a supervisor, a professor in the students’ program of study, who will be responsible for the project’s authenticity.Projects may correspond to a final class project, advancements/prototypes or graduation projects. Faculty projects are excluded from the contest.

Participants

Who can participate?
Undergraduate students fromIbero-American Universities, which include: North, Central and South America, the Caribbean, Spain and Portugal. Individual and Group Presentations with a maximum of three people per project will be accepted. The University where the student is enrolled must be an ISTEC member and must be up to date with its 2011 membership payment. NOTE: non-ISTEC members may participate, and an entry fee of US$ 250.00/project will apply, due upon submission of application (by February 1st). We highly encourage non-members to apply for ISTEC membership, which will give them institutional access to ISTEC-sponsored activities and opportunities for collaboration on ISTEC Initiatives. For more information, please visit: http://www.istec.org/lang/en-us/membership/
 
The official languages for these contests are:Portuguese, Spanish, and English.
 
a) General guidelines
· The participating students must be students of pre-graduate degreeenrolled in the participating university, AND must not have graduated from their program of study by the project submission date.
· Individual or group participation is accepted. Maximum group size: of 3 students per project. 
· Every project must be given a guarantee of authenticity by a professor (advisor) that works at the university.
· The same professor can be advisor of different projects, but the students may not participate in more than one project.
· The members of a group can be enrolled in different universities but the group will have only one project advisor.
· Various projects from the same university may be submitted
· Participants from non-member universities will be required to pay a US$250 entry fee, payable upon submission of application

To request information about the membership status of your University please contact Miriam Lobaina at mlobaina@istec.org. 
 
b) Intellectual Property Rights
The students and the Universities (if it appliesper university policy) will maintain the rights of intellectual property on the presented/displayed projects. 

How to Apply:
Please go to http://www.istec.org/lang/en-us/discuss/student/and download the application form. 

Technical Review Committee
TheTechnical Review Committee (TRC) comprised by an onlinereview group with expertise in the projects’ subject areaswill evaluate all submissions and select the top 5projects that will participate in the eliminatory round. The TRC will select the top 3 projects after review of poster and verbal/video presentations by participants. Question& answer sessions, if required, can be arranged via an on-line interactive chat system available in the Student Channel.

IMPORTANT DATES:							CONTACT INFO:
								
Deadline for submission of application:				Claudio Silvade Freitas
June 1st, 2011								Internal Affairs Office, SPEED
									claudio.silva@worldspeed.org
Deadline for submission of projects on-line:
July 15th, 2011						For technical questions or to report
									problems with Student Channel, email:
Notification of Winning Prizes:							studentcontest@istec.org
August 15th, 2011									




image3.wmf

image1.png




image2.png




